Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Message Text 



CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 LISBON 05647 251538Z 
43 

ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO EURE-00 CIAE-00 PM-04 H-02 INR-07 L-03 

NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 

SCCT-01 AF-06 OPIC-03 SAM-01 SAB-01 10-10 A-01 OPR-02 

SY-05 OC-05 CCO-OO DHA-02 ORM-01 /097 W 

120411 

P R 251338Z SEP 75 
FM AMEMBASSY LISBON 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 4380 
INFO AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY MADRID 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMCONSUL OPORTO 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
AMEMBASSY STOCKHOLM 
USMISSION NATO 
DIA WASHDC 

USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GER 

CONFIDENTIAL LISBON 5647 

EO 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINT, PO, PINS 

SUBJECT: POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS 

SUMMARY: SEPT 25 DEMONSTRATION IN DOWNTOWN LISBON BY RADICAL 
ORGANIZATION OF SOLDIERS (SUV) WILL REPRESENT MOST SERIOUS 
IN SERIES OF RECENT FLAGRANT CHALLENGES TO MILITARY AUTHORITY. 
DEMONSTRATION IS SCHEDULED NEAR SITE OF SEPT 24 CLASHES 
BETWEEN INCREASINGLY MILITANT ANGOLAN REFUGEES AND MILITARY 
POLICE AND THEIR FAR LEFT SUPPORTERS. MORE VIOLENCE IS PROBABLE. 
BRIEF TAKEOVER OF GOP RADIO STATION DURING EARLY MORNING SEPT 
25 EMPHASIZES LARGER PROBLEM OF CRISIS OF AUTHORITY OF WHICH 
MOUNTING MILITARY INDISCIPLINE IS KEY COMPONENT. END SUMMARY. 
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1. MILITARY INDISCIPLINE: ARMY CHIEF OF STAFF FABIAO MET 

IN LISBON SEPT 24 WITH MILITARY REGIONAL COMMANDERS AND OTHER 
KEY OFFICERS TO CONSIDER INCREASINGLY URGENT TOPIC OF MILITARY 
DISCIPLINE. MILITARY DISCIPLINE WILL ALSO BE A PRIORITY ITEM 
TAKEN UP AT MEETING OF REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL LATER TODAY 
(SEPT 25). 

2. MEANWHILE MANIFESTATIONS OF INDISCIPLINE CONTINUED TO 
MOUNT: 

- A PLENARY OF THE RADICALLY INCLINED LISBON MILITARY POLICE 
REGIMENT ON SEPT 24 REAFFIRMED NECESSARY LINK BETWEEN 
MILITARY AND PROGRESSIVE FORCES WHILE CONDEMNING "RIGHTEST 
DIVISIONIST MANEUVERS" WITHIN UNIT. 

- A GROUP OF ARMY ENLISTED MEN FROM LISBON MILITARY REGION 
ANNOUNCED SEPT 24 THE FORMATION OF A NEW ORGANIZATION - 
REVOLUTIONARY ACTION OF ARMY ENLISTED MEN (ARPE) - DEDICATED, 
INTER ALIA, TO ENSURING "PROGRESSIVE ORIENTATION" OF AFM. 

- "SOLDIERS UNITED WILL WIN" (SUV) CONFIRMED PLANS FOR 
TONIGHT'S RALLY IN SUPPORT OF LEFTIST UNITY WITHIN ARMED 
FORCES. 

3. UNCERTAINTY ABOUT INTERNAL UNITY OF ARMED FORCES WAS 
FURTHER FED BY REPORTS OF MOVEMENT TOWARD LISBON OF ARMORED 
VEHICLES FROM SANTAREM ARMOR SCHOOL 35 MILES NORTH OF LISBON 
SEPT 23. ARMOR SCHOOL DEPUTY COMMANDER CPT. SALGUEIRA MAIA 
CONFIRMED THAT ROUTINE MANEUVERS WERE UNDERWAY. MAIA, A FIRM 
SUPPORTER OF ANTUNES NINE, CUT SHORT SUCH SPECULATION WITH 
COMMENT: "HERE AT LEAST, WE ARE STILL MILITARY MEN." 

4. REFUGEES CLASH WITH MILITARY: HUNDREDS OF ANGOLAN 
REFUGEES SCUFFLED SEPT 24 WITH MILITARY POLICE UNITS AND 
HOSTILE CIVILIAN LEFTISTS IN LISBON'S CENTRAL SQUARE, 

AND SURROUNDING AREA. SERIES OF INCIDENTS, LASTING ALMOST 
THREE HOURS, WERE SPARKED BY REFUGEE INSULTS SHOUTED AT 
OCCUPANTS OF PATROLLING MILITARY POLICE JEEP. MILITARY 
POLICE REINFORCEMENTS ARRIVED QUICKLY BUT WERE INITIALLY UNABLE 
TO CONTAIN SITUATION. MATTERS WORSENED WITH INTERVENTION OF 
CIVILIAN LEFTISTS HOSTILE TO REFUGEES; SOME CHANTED SUPPORT 
FOR MPLA. REPEATED FIRING INTO THE AIR BY SOLDIERS FINALLY 
LED TO DISPERSAL OF HOSTILE GROUPS. 
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5. DISABLED VETERANS OCCUPY RADIO STATION: DISABLED PORTU- 
GUESE VETERANS, WHO HAVE UNDERTAKEN A SERIES OF ACTIONS DURING 
PAST WEEK TO DRAMATIZE THEIR PLIGHT, OCCUPIED INSTALLATIONS 

OF EMISSORA NACIONAL AT 3:30 AM ON SEPT 25. VETERANS 
DEPARTED AFTER READING STATEMENT OF DEMANDS. 

6. GOVERNMENT ORGANIZATION: PRIME MINISTER AZEVEDO 
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MET SEPT 24 WITH REPRESENTATIVES OF SOCIALIST, COMMUNIST, AND 
POPULAR DEMOCRATIC PARTIES IN EFFORT TO REACH AGREEMENT ON 
APPROXIMATELY 20 REMAINING SECRETARY-OF-STATE APPOINTMENTS. 

(PCP AND PPD REPRESENTATIVES ARE STILL NOT TALKING TO ONE 
ANOTHER). COUNCIL OF MINISTERS WOULD LIKE TO ANNOUNCE FINAL SUB- 
CABINET LEVEL NOMINATIONS AT ITS SEPT 26 MEETING. THIS WOULD 
ALLOW FORMAL INSTALLATION OF THE SECRETARIES OF STATE PRIOR TO 
PRESIDENT COSTA GOMES' SEPT 27 DEPARTURE FOR POLAND AND 
SOVIET UNION. 

7. CUNHAL AND SOARES COMMENT: PCP LEADER, CUNHAL, TOLD 
CZECHOSLOVAK TELEVISION INTERVIEWER SEPT 24 THAT: 

- TASKS OF NEW GOVERNMENT WILL BE COMPLICATED BY PRESENCE 
OF "COUNTER-REVOLUTIONARY" POPULAR DEMOCRATIC PARTY; 

- FAR-LEFT IN PORTUGAL WAS LESS THAN "POWERFUL"; 

- SOME "FAR-LEFT" ELEMENTS (READ MRPP) DO THE BIDDING OF 
REACTIONARIES; WHILE OTHERS COOPERATE WITH THE PCP; AND 

- PCP HAD TAKEN CONCRETE MEASURES TO BLOCK FORCES OF 
REACTION, BUT DANGER OF REACTION CONTINUED. 

PS LEADER MARIO SOARES TOLD FRENCH PRESS THAT HIS INTERVIEW 
WITH GISCARD SAME DAY HAD ACHIEVED FRENCH UNDERSTANDING OF 
PORTUGUESE NEED FOR ASSISTANCE. SOARES SAID FRG CHANCELLOR 
SCHMIDT HAD SUGGESTED MEETING WITH GISCARD. 

8. COMMENT: SUV DEMONSTRATION TONIGHT, WHICH HAS SUPPORT OF 
MOST FAR LEFT GROUPS PLUS PCP UNIONS, WILL BE MOST SERIOUS 

IN SERIES OF RECENT FLAGRANT CHALLENGES TO MILITARY AUTHORITY. 

DEMONSTRATION IS PLANNED FOR PRACA DO COMERCIO IN DOWNTOWN LISBON, 

NEAR SITE OF SEPT 24 CLASHES BETWEEN ANGOLAN RETURNEES AND MILITARY P 
OLICE 

ELEMENTS. SAME VOLATILE MIXTURE WILL BE PRESENT AT TONIGHT'S 
DEMONSTRATION, AND SIMILAR, PERHAPS MORE SERIOUS INCIDENTS 
ARE LIKELY. DEMONSTRATION AND MILITARY RESPONSE WILL BE IM- 
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PORTANT TEST OF AFM HANDLING OF GROWING PROBLEM OF MILITARY 
INDISCIPLINE. 

9. YESTERDAY'S INCIDENTS INVOLVING REFUGEES AND MILITARY 
POLICE AND THEIR FAR LEFT CIVILIAN SUPPORTERS ARE INDICATIVE 
OF POTENTIAL FOR VIOLENCE REPRESENTED BY GROWING PRESENCE 
OF ANGOLAN REFUGEES IN MAJOR URBAN CENTERS. MILITARY POLICE 
ARE SPECIAL TARGETS FOR WRATH OF RETURNEES BECAUSE OF WELL- 
PUBLICIZED RADICAL INCLINATIONS OF MILITARY POLICE AND REFUSAL 
OF MP'S TO EMBARK FOR ANGOLA. 

10. CUNHAL'S RENEWED ATTACKS UPON PPD FOLLOWING UNSUCCESSFUL 
PCP EFFORT TO BAR PPD FROM GOVERNMENT PRESAGE FURTHER DECLINE 
IN ALREADY POOR RELATIONS BETWEEN PCP AND PPD. RELATIONS WILL 
FURTHER DETERIORATE WITH EXPECTED RETURN OF STRONG PCP FOE 
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SA CARNEIRO TO LEADERSHIP OF PPD (SEPTEL). 
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